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AET’s twin Eagles cause
Jonathan Boonzaier
Gunsan   

AET, the tanker arm of Malaysian 
energy shipping conglomerate 
MISC Berhad, had twin cause for 
celebration last week.

The first two conventional afra-
max products tankers in a four-
ship order at Hyundai Heavy In-
dustries (HHI’s) Gunsan shipyard 
in South Korea were officially 
named.

Helle Kristoffersen, senior vice- 
president of strategy & corporate 
affairs in the gas, renewables and 
power division at French oil major 
Total, performed the double nam-
ing of HHI hulls 2899 & 2900. 

Kristoffersen, who revealed that 
she also had a twin sister, sent bot-
tles of holy water crashing against 
the hulls of the 114,000-dwt Eagle 
Le Havre and Eagle Lyon to a rousing 
cheer.

Yee Yang Chien, AET’s chairman 
and MISC Berhad president and 
group chief  executive, and AET 
president and chief executive  

Rajalingam Subramanian prom-
ised to take good care of the ships.

The French-flagged Eagle Le Havre 
is due to be handed over to AET 
this month, before the Singapore-
flagged Eagle Lyon is delivered a 
month later. Both will immediately 
begin long-term charters to Total.

“It is an honour to be here today 
as godmother to these sister ves-
sels and I have every confidence 
that Eagle Le Havre and Eagle Lyon 
will serve us well throughout their 
charter with Total,” Kristoffersen 
said.

The Gunsan yard is scheduled to 
close once the last ships under-
going final fitting-out sail away. 
AET’s third and fourth ships will be 
built at the group’s Ulsan facility. 

Senior HHI officials tell Trade-
Winds that they hope shipping 
markets will improve so that Gun-
san can be revived again in the not-
too-distant future.

AET’s orderbook includes two 
 suezmax tankers and four afra-
maxes, two of which will be 
equipped with dual-fuel engines.

OFFICER CLASS: Senior officers of the Eagle Lyon

SAM H KA: President and chief operating officer 
of Hyundai Heavy Industries’ marketing division

LINE-UP: Guests at the last vessel-naming ceremony at the Gunsan shipyard before it goes into mothballs 
TAN WAI LIN: AET’s head of 
corporate communications

CAPTAIN DAVID HUON: 
 Master of the Eagle Le Havre

NAME OF THE GAME: AET’s 
Eagle Le Havre and Eagle Lyon at 
the Gunsan naming ceremony
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SMASH HIT: To rousing cheers from the guests at Gunsan, Total’s Helle Kristoffersen prepares to 
bless the Eagle Le Havre with a bottle of holy water

IN ATTENDANCE: HD Shin, senior vice-president and chief operating 
officer of HHI’s shipbuilding division, with his wife, SJ Choi

ROSDI BIN BAHARIM: AET’s 
shipyard site manager

NOW HEAR THIS: Luc Gillet, Total’s senior vice-president 
of trading/shipping, sounds the horn of the Eagle Le Havre

for double celebration
 WARM WELCOME: 

AET chairman Yee 
Yang Chien addresses 
the assembled guests


